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VITA ROMANA

THE BATHS AT AECLANVM
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THE MORNING SUN SHINES BRIGHTLY OVER THE STREETS
OF AECLANUM, AND EVERYONE IN TOWN IS GETTING
READY FOR THE DAY AHEAD.

FOR NERATIA PRIMA, IT'S GOING TO BE A SPECIAL ONE...
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PRIMA! PRIMAI
COME PLAY WITH ME!
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b [ /1 CAN'T, SECUNDA. MOTHER SAID |
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HAVE TO GO WITH HER TODAY,
BUT I'M SURE SCYLAX WILL
grs KEEP YOU GOOD COMPANY.
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A YOUNG SLAVE BOY OFFERS

NERATIA A CUP OF WINE.

» URWINE, 2
7 DOMINA. ’

FATHER MUST BE BACK FROM HIS \
BUSINESS TRIP TO BENEVENTUM... |
'M SURE HE WILL HAVE BEEN
SUCCESSFUL IN ARRANGING ~N
THE NEW TRADING PARTNER 4*

FOR HIS WINE .
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TODAY, WE ARE GOING TO THE BATHS
FIRST THING IN THE MORNING. IT IS A VERY
IMPORTANT DAY, AND IT DOES NOT DO TO
HONOUR THE GODS LOOKING UNTIDY.

YOU'RE READY!
EXCELLENT!
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NERATIA AND HER MOTHER MAKE THEIR WAY

o ACROSS THE BUSY STREETS TO THE PUBLIC
BATHS, FOLLOWED BY THE TRUSTED SLAVE,
MYRTIS, A FEW STEPS BEHIND.
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THE TOWN IS BUZZING WITH EXCITEMENT FOR THE L —— :
START OF THE LUDI AUGUSTALES (THE FESTIVAL G- AR, T TN

AND GAMES FOR THE DIVINE AUGUSTS) WHICH WILL - hd
LAST FOR THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS. e lfollio ; o \folfo WolleWe l{e Yol oWell o [
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5 OUR FRIENDS HEAD TO THE APODYTERIUM FIRST, THE CHANGING ROOM .
= AFTER BATHING HERSELF IN THE HOT WATERS OF THE CALIDARIUM,
NERATIA FINALLY REACHES THE FRIGIDARIUM - THE “COLD ROOM"” -
HOSTING A POOL . DESPITE THE EARLY HOUR, SEVERAL WOMEN ARE
ALREADY LOUNGING ABOUT IN THE COLD POOL.
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UGH, IT'S SO CROWDED IN HERE!
WHAT ARE ALL THESE PEOPLE DOIN =

AT THE BATHS SO EARLY? WHO EVEN <
CARES ABOUT ASILLY OLD FESTI\M*

AULIA SERVILIA, THE PRIESTESS OF MEFITIS,

7 ITIS A DANGEROUS THING TO BE ARROGANT TOWARDS THE GODS, EVEN FOR IMPORTANT PEOPLE.

[/ REMEMBER THE STORY OF NIOBE, WHO WAS ONCE QUEEN OF THEBES. SHE WAS SO PROUD OF HER TWELVE

[ CHILDREN THAT SHE STARTED BRAGGING, SAYING SHE WAS SUPERIOR TO THE GODDESS LATONA, WHO ONLY
; GAVE BIRTH TO TWO CHILDREN: APOLLO AND DIANA.
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AS A PUNISHMENT FOR NIOBE'S PRIDE AND
ARROGANCE, AND FOR HER DISRESPECT
TOWARDS LATONA, APOLLO AND DIANA
TOOK UP THEIR BOWS AND ARROWS. APOLLO
KILLED NIOBE'S SIX SONS, AND DIANA

KILLED HER SIX DAUGHTERS.

NIOBE HERSELF WAS TURNED
INTO A ROCK, ON THE PEAKS OF
MOUNT SIPYLUS.
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I HAD NO IDEA THE GODS
COULD BE SO VINDICTIVE...

BUT EVEN NOW THAT SHE IS MADE
OF STONE, SHE STILL WEEPS FOR HER
LOST CHILDREN, THE TWELVE NIOBIDS.




IT IS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER
THE NIOBIDS’ SAD FATE. SEE, NERATIA,
WE HAVE HONOURED THEM WITH STATUES,
HERE IN THESE VERY BATHS. THE GODS
ARE VERY POWERFUL, AND WE MUST
NEVER DISRESPECT THEM. ‘F
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WELL, THEN MAKE i((

SURE YOU NEVER CLAIM === I ALEAL ;
TO BE ABETTERMOTHER /= ‘ - A'TI "~
THAN LATONA! — N Y nd

N

| CERTAINLY WOULDN'T .
WANT TO GET ON APOLLO " OH, | WON'T. WHO WANTS

L\ e TWELVE CHILDREN ANYWAY?!
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/ [ [ /| THEY ENTER THE TEPIDARIUM - THE “WARM ROOM” WHERE
v B B oLl [| || [| PATRONS CAN GET THEIR SKIN OILED AND SCRAPED.
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WILL YOU BE AT THE CEREMONY
THAT FATHER IS PRESIDING
OF COURSE, NERATIA! OVER TODAY, AULIA? g .
. IT IS A SACRED DAY, AND “ .
|\ ALL SERVANTS OF THE DIVINE , S
~ N\ MUST SHOW REVERENCE. ./ | 1 ~ R A
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. . &N { = | PASSING THROUGH THE PORTICO, NERATIA
| - B .~ | AND AULIA FIND THEMSELVES BACK IN THE
= 2 o APODYTERIUM, WHERE CANTRIA LONGINA,
- Y/ . | APRIESTESS OF ISIS, IS BEING DRESSED BY
‘. - 6 A L~ | HERSLAVE.
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THE TWO PRIESTESSES START DISCUSSING THE COMING
DAY'S FESTIVAL AND ITS RITUALS, AND NERATIA'S
MOTHER COMES TO SPEAK

WITH HER DAUGHTER.
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SO RELAXED! £9
NERATIA, HERE YOU ARE! - g
| ARE YOU ALL FRESHENED 0\ / _ ;;\\

YES MOTHER,
I AM READY

MORNING AT THE
BATHS TO WAKE

1 & g UP THE SENSES...
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3 THE BATH COMPLEX OF AECLANUM IS RIGHT ALONG THE VIA APPIA, NEXT TO
' SHOPS OF ALL TYPES OF GOODS BROUGHT FROM AROUND THE ROMAN EMPIRE.




“'_"| NERATIA AND HER MOTHER WALK ALONG THE VIA APPIA,
M LOOKING AT THE MANY STALLS SELLING THEIR MERCHANDISE.
> ‘ﬁ;,‘ THERE'S BREAD, FISH, FRESH FRUIT, AND OF COURSE, THE
{ i EVER-POPULAR GARUM TO SEASON THE FOOD.

AESE IAM, B IR=V@ N\
AT ONE END OF THE FORUM, CAIUS AND HIS FATHER,
THE POTTER, ARE SELLING THEIR WARES. NERATIA AND
HER MOTHER WALK OVER TO GREET THEM.
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FOR TODAY'S FESTIVAL. YOU CAN BUY ONE, AS
A GIFT TO THE GODS!




_ OH, MOTHER, LOOK! IT'S BEAUTIFUL!
) @ CAN WE BUY IT? AULIA SERVILIA SAID IT IS
i SO IMPORTANT TO HONOUR THE GODS! ? ‘
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BUT NOW, WE HAVE N\ .
TO BE OFF HOME. _/. 3 YOUR FATHER IS COMING BACK FROM BENEVENTUM
QW% Q /{i\ TODAY, AND WE MUST ACCOMPANY HIM TO THE
4 e 3 —— \_FESTIVAL. THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT DAY FOR HIM. /.
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NERATIA, HER MOTHER, AND MYRTIS WALK BACK TO THEIR DOMUS.
AS THEY APPROACH THE DOOR, THEY CAN SEE THE LINE OF HER
FATHER'S CLIENTS WAITING EAGERLY TO RECEIVE THEIR SPORTULA.
NERATIA IS EAGER TOO, BECAUSE WHENEVER HER FATHER COMES
BACK FROM A BUSINESS TRIP, HE ALWAYS BRINGS HER A SMALL TOKEN.
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{ WELCOME BACK,
FATHER!

R\ | ALY ,?
SALVE, HUSBAND. HOW J
WAS BENEVENTUM? _£=¢g™
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THE FAMILY EXITS THE HOUSE
IN A SOLEMN PROCESSION.

> AH, PRIMA! COME HERE,
I HAVE A PRESENT FOR YOU
[ FROM BENEVENTUM. A COLLEAGUE
OF MINE BROUGHT THIS
e RING ALL THE WAY FROM
AL ALEXANDRIA FOR YOU!
>

THANK YOU FATHER!

IT IS VERY BEAUTIFUL.




THE CROWD MOVES THROUGH
THE FORUM, TOWARDS A TEMPLE.
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TODAY WE HONOUR THE GODS
OF AECLANUM, WHO GIVE US
SUCCESS AND BOUNTY. THROUGH OUR

IMPERATOR CAESAR PUBLIUS AELIUS
TRAIANUS HADRIANUS AUGUSTUS,
WE WILL RECEIVE COLONIA
STATUS THIS YEAR.

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE
ESTEEMED POSITION OF OUR
COMMUNITY THROUGH
HIS BENEVOLENCE.

IT IS WITH GRATITUDE WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE
HARD WORK AND FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION OF
THE NOBLE FAMILIES OF AECLANUM THROUGH
WHOSE EFFORTS WE HAVE MAINTAINED AND
IMPROVED OUR CONNECTION TO THE BEATING ’Ii
\ HEART OF THE EMPIRE, THROUGH THE VIA APPIA
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LET US OPEN THE FESTIVAL WITH GAMES, s
[ PLAYS AND MUSIC IN OUR NEWLY RENOVATED
THEATRE. THE NOBLE FAMILIES OF THE .
TOWN HAVE BROUGHT THE VERY BEST }
(

—AENTERTAINMENT OF HIRPINIA IN HONOUR
OF OUR DIVINE EMPEROR AND THE
PEOPLE OF AECLANUM.

THE PEOPLE OF AECLANUM MAKE SACRIFICES
AND OFFER PRAYERS BEFORE HEADING TO THE

FIRST PERFORMANCES IN THE THEATRE. THE STAGE
IS SET AND READY FOR THE PEOPLE OF AECLANUM.
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ARCHAEOKIDS.COM FOR OTHER LEARNING MATERIALS: WORKSHEETS

TOOLS, AND FUTURE ADVENTURES IN THE ROMAN WORLD!

SALVETE AMICI!







